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Thank you for your Oxonian anecdotes, but alas! they
may be paralleled all over the kingdom. In return I will
write next week to France for the two tracts6 you wot of:
you shall not be idle for want of anything I can pimp for.

I am happily embarked on two vast folios of the History
of Dorsetshire, which I prefer to every author of the age but
one. I have picked up some excellent narratives of
Mr. Bruce, but have not room for them ; but here is what
is better. He was asked before George Selwyn if the
Abyssinians have any music? he replied, 'They have one
lyre.9 Selwyn whispered his neighbour, 'They have one
less since he left their country/ Adieu! I remove to
Strawberry to-morrow.

Yours ever,

1621.   To SIE HORACE

Strawberry Hill, June 5, 1775.

I AM delighted in your satisfaction with your nephew ;
and now begin to fear the pain you will have in parting
with him and his amiable family. The Emperor's pre-
sence will not compensate the loss, for you feel more in
your private capacity than your public, though you are so
excellent a diplomatique* You must lower your royal crest
a little, for your Majesty's forces have received a check in
America ; but this is too sad a subject for mirth. I cannot
tell you anything very positively: the ministers, nay the
orthodox Gazette, holds its tongue. This day se'nnight it
was divulged by a London Evening Post extraordinary,
that a ship on its way to Lisbon happened to call at Eng-
land, and left some very wonderful accounts, nay, and
affidavits, saying, to wit, that General Gage had sent nine

6 Watelet's Essay on Gardening, and Chabanon's Sur la Manie dea Jardiw
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